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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Ira Schultz on September 25, 2007. 

In the specification : 
The following has been inserted before the first line of the specification: 
This application is a 371 of PCT/EP04/02447, filed March 10, 2007. 
In the claims : 

The claims have been replaced by the followings: 
-- 1. (currently amended) Grooved rail frog (10) including a frog intersection 
region (16) formed by intersecting grooves (12, 14) as an overrun region as well 
as two construction profiles (18, 20), extending in the longitudinal direction of the 
frog and being connected with each other, with [external] outer fishplate 
chambers (22, 24) with lining pieces (30, 32) arranged [therein] in the chambers , 
[which are] the lining pieces being connected non-positively with the 
construction profiles by means of at least one tightening element (34) [, such as 
screw bolts,] penetrating the lining pieces and the construction profiles [these], 
wherein the frog intersection point region comprises an interchangeable insert 
(36), which is arranged non-positively in a recess, wherein the recess 
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accommodating the insert (36) is delimited by segments of the lining pieces (30, 
32) arranged in the outer fishplate chambers (22, 24) of the construction profiles 
(18, 20), and wherein the insert is fixed in place in relation to the lining pieces. 

2. (original) Grooved rail flog according to claim 1, wherein the insert (36) is 
delimited by the segments of the lining pieces (30, 32) as well as by segments of 
the construction profiles(18, 20), especially by bars of the construction profiles. 

3. (currently amended) Grooved rail frog according to claim 2, wherein the 
insert (36) has outer surfaces (42, 44) running inclined toward [the] vertical, 
wherein at least one wedge element (38, 40) rests on each outer surface with a 
first surface (52, 54) corresponding to [the] a course of the outer surface, and 
wherein the wedge element is braced with a second surface (56, 58) running 
opposite to the first surface on one of the lining pieces (30, 32), respectively. 

4. (currently amended) Grooved rail frog according to claim [2] 3, wherein the 
wedge element (38, 40) has a trapezoidal shape in section with larger base 
segments (60, 62) running on [the] a travel surface side. 

5. (currently amended) Grooved rail frog according to claim [2] 3, wherein the 
wedge element (38, 40) is penetrated by a screw element (64, 66) [such as a 
hexagon cap screw], which can be tightened in relation to the lining piece (30, 
32). 

6. (original) Grooved rail frog according to claim 5, wherein the screw element 
(64, 66) is a hammer head screw or engages in a T-shaped tenon block (68, 70), 
which extends in a T-shaped groove (72, 74) running in the lining piece (30, 32). 
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7. (currently amended) Grooved rail frog according to claim 1, wherein the 
lining piece (30, 32) has on [the] a side facing away from the insert a bar-like 
segment (80, 82) extending approximately to [the] a plane formed by [the] a travel 
surface of the frog (10), and wherein [the] an intermediate space (88, 90) between 
the bar-like segment and the insert (36) Is covered. 

8. (currently amended) Grooved rail frog according to claim 7, wherein the 
intermediate space (88, 90) containing [the] a wedge element (38, 40) is covered 
by a protective element or sheet (76, 78) that runs above the wedge element[s] 
and on [the] an outside [preferably] in [the] a plane formed by the travel surface 
of the frog (10). 

9. (currently amended) Grooved rail frog according to claim 8, wherein the 
protective element (76, 78), which [preferably] tapers conically in [the] a direction 
of the intermediate space (88, 90), is sealed off against the lining piece (30, 32) 
[or] at its bar-like segment (80, 82) as well as the insert (36) [, for example by a 
rubber seal (92, 94)]. 

10. (original) Grooved rail frog according to claim 1, wherein the construction 
profiles (18, 20) run parallel or basically parallel to one another in the region of 
the insert (36). 

11. (currently amended) Grooved rail frog according to claim 1, wherein the 
construction profiles (18, 20) running diverging in relation to one another outside 
the insert (36) are braced against one another by means of an intermediate 
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element [such as wedge braces (96)] and are screwed together in a highly rigid 
manner by means of at least a second tightening element (98). 

12. (original) Grooved rail frog according to claim 1, wherein the lining pieces 
(30, 32) are embedded in a form-locking manner in the outer fishplate chambers 
(22, 24) and screwed together in a highly rigid manner with the construction 
profiles (18, 20) with systematic prestressing. 

13. (original) Grooved rail frog according to claim 1, wherein the insert (36) is 
arranged in a non-positive and form-locking manner in the recess delimited by 
the construction profiles (18, 20) and the lining pieces (30, 32). 

14. (currently amended) Grooved rail frog according to claim 3, wherein the 
outer surfaces (42, 44) of the insert (38) running inclined toward [the] vertical 
have an incline between [in particular] 1 :5 and 1 :7 [, preferably 1 :6]. 

3. On September 24, 2007, the examiner called and indicated to IVIr. Schultz that 
the instant claims were favorably considered; however, clarifications were needed to 
clearly define the instant claimed invention, and the examiner proposed the above 
changes. In response, Mr. Schultz accepted the examiner's proposed amendments as 
set forth above. 

REASON FOR ALLOWANCE 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: European 
reference '830, Webster '802, Lepperd '866, Rost '298, Breed '630, Strong '698, Kuhn 
'408, Simmons '260, Vaughan '526, Psilander '701, and Dotter '441 show variations of 
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inserts, and lining pieces tliat are connected togetlier by tiglitening elements; however, 
the prior art of record taken alone or in combination does not suggest a grooved rail fog 
having the combination of features as recited in instant claim 1, wherein, the lining 
pieces are arranged in the outer fishplate chambers of the construction profiles, and 
define a recess that accommodates the interchangeable insert fixed relatively to the 
lining pieces. Accordingly, claim 1 along with claims 2-14 depending therefrom are 
considered as being defined over the prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark T. Le whose telephone number is 571-272-6682. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, between 8:15-4:45 (teleworking). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Samuel Morano can be reached on 571-272-6684. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/MarkT. Le/ 
Mark Tuan Le 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3617 
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